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JURJI ZAYDAN STREET a 
Born in Beirut in 1861, Jurji Zaydan was a prominent Lebanese 
author, novelist, scholar, editor, publisher, teacher, and major 
figure of the Nahda. He came from a modest background, having 
to leave primary school to help his father run the family restaurant 
in Beirut. Nonetheless, he pursued his education through night 
classes until he was accepted at the SPC as a medical student in 
1881. During that year at the SPC, he came under the influence 
of Fares Nimr, Yaqub Sarruf, and Cornelius Van Dyck. He worked 
as an assistant editor for a/-Mugtataf, which played a large part in 
determining his future literary and journalistic career. Jurji Zaydan's 
SPC years were cut short by the infamous 1882 Darwin crisis, 
when he, along with many other medical students, was expelled 
from the College. He continued his studies at the house of his 


professor, Cornelius Van Dyck, and managed to graduate with à 


Jurji Zaydan 


diploma in pharmacy in 1882. He eventually followed Fares Nimr 
and Yaqub Sarruf to Cairo in 1886, and by 1892 had established 
his own journal called a/-Hilal and à publishing house Dar al- 
hill, where he published his novel, Asir al-mutamahdi. Both al- 
Mugtataf and a/-Hilal would become important forums of the 
Nahda, where major intellectuals debated their ideas. In 1891, he 
married Mariam Matar, and published his first historical novel, the 
genre for which he would become famous. 

By the time of his death in 1914, Jurji Zaydan had written more 
than twenty historical novels and several scholarly works, and had 
published à journal with worldwide circulation. His prolific legacy 
left a lasting impact on future generations of literary thinkers. 


—69-- 


Yaqub Sarruf Bust 


26/81 

NASIF AL-YAZIJI STREET 
Born in 1800, Sheikh Nasif al-Yazij 
worked as secretary for Emir Bashir Shihab 
Ilof Mount Lebanon in Beiteddine. With 
the fall of Shihab control of Mount 
Lebanon, Nasif al-Yazij moved to Beirut 
in 1840. His work as an Arabic tutor put 
him in contact with American Protestant 
missionaries, such as Eli Smith, and most 
notably, Cornelius Van Dyck. Together 
With Cornelius Van Dyck, Eli Smith, and 
Boutrus Bustani, Nasif al-Yaziji worked on 
the first translation of the Bible into Arabic 
in 1856. When the SPC first opened in 
1866, he was one of its four instructors. 
He taught Arabic, and his text on Arabic 
grammar remained the standard text for 
the American Mission schools until the 
end of the century. Nasif al-Vaziji, along 
With Boutrus Bustani and Mikhail Mishaga, 
was one of the leading intellectuals of the 
nineteenth century Nahda, the Arab literary 
renaissance. Moreover, their formation of 
the literary society, the Syrian Association 
for the Sciences and Arts, that later became 
the Syrian Scientific Association, was the 
first of its kind in the Arab world. Nasif al- 
Yaziji had twelve children, one of whom, 
Ibrahim al-Yaziji, would follow in his father's 
literary footsteps. Nasif al-Yaziji died in 1871. 
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ASAD RUSTUM STREET 
Born in the village of Shweir in 1897, Asad 
Rustum received his BA in 1916 and his MA in 
1919 from the SPC. A student of Philip Hitti, he 
went on to the University of Chicago to pursue 
his PhD in history in 1923. In 1927, he married 
Widad Sallum, and they had four children: 
Afaf, Nora, Salah, and Lamia. From 1926 until 
1943, Rustum served AUB as a professor of 
Near Eastern history. He is remembered as a 
giant in the field of history. Rustum's students 
remember him as having made history come 
to life with engaging stories based on his 
extensive knowledge and understanding of 
the region. Asad Rustum field of expertise 
was the history of Syria, particularly under the 
rule of Ibrahim Pasha of Egypt in the 1830s. 


Asad Rustum 
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YAQUB SARRUF STREET 
Son of a master stonemason, Yaqub 
Sarruf was born in the town of Hadath 
in 1852. He enrolled at the SPC in 1866, 
and was one of the five members of SPC's 
first graduating class in 1870. He worked 
as à teacher in schools in both Tripoli 
and Saida, and then in 1873, returned 
to the SPC to teach Arabic, mathematics, 
physics, and natural history until 1884. 
With the encouragement of Cornelius 
Van Dyck, Yaqub Sarruf and his dose 
friend and colleague, Fares Nimr, founded 
the influential magazine a/-Muatataf in 
May of 1876. À popular teacher at the 
college, Yaqub Sarrufs contract, like that 


of Fares Nimr's, was not renewed after 


Between 1930 and 1940, King Fuad | of 
Egypt had allowed Rustum to work on the 
Royal Egyptian Archives. He had organized, 
with the help of translators and clerks, the 
Mohammad Ali Archives, which led to the 
publication of a/-Mahfouzat al-Malakiehal- 
Misrieh (The Royal Egyptian Archives). Asad 
Rustum published several books, most notably 
a five-volume series on the history of Syria 
under Muhammad Ali and Lebanon under 
the Shehab emirs. He also contributed to Arab 
historiography, writing a manual in Arabic 
discussing western historical research methods. 
Outside the University, he served as a historical 
advisor to the Lebanese army. Rustum lived in 
Ras Beirut, and died in 1965. 


the Darwin crisis of 1882. As mentioned 

previously under the Van Dyck and Fares 

Nimr's street entries, this crisis at the SPC 

arose out of a lecture given by Professor 
Edwin Lewis, who, in his commencement speech, outlined the 
principles of Charles Darwin. Lewis was dismissed for heresy, 
resulting in student protests that led to student expulsions and 
the subsequent failure to renew the contracts of several local 
teachers, including Yaqub Sarruf and Fares Nimr As à result, 
they moved their journal to Cairo, where they thrived as literary 
intellectuals and publishers. Indeed, in addition to a/-Mugtataf, 
Yaqub Sarruf and Fares Nimr published a/-Mukattam, Sudan 
Times, and several other publications. In 1890, the SPC awarded 
them both honorary PhDs, which neither received in person. In 
the meantime, Yaqub Sarruf married and had four children, three 


girls and one boy, Fuad Sarruf, Yaqub Sarruf died in Cairo in 1927. 
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MUHYIDDINE NUSULI STREET 
Born in Beirut in 1897, Muhvyiddine Nusuli 
earned his BA at AUB in 1920. in the spring 
of 1920, Muhyiddine Nusuli's classmates 
chose him to represent them by making a 
speech to welcome General Gouraud (the 
High Commissioner of the French Mandate 
authorities in Lebanon) on his first visit to the 
campus. Referred to by then Acting President 
Edward Nickoley, as one of the “finest” students 
of his faculty and one of the finest students 
“we have ever had here,” Edward Nickoley 
reacted with shock at Muhyiddine Nusulis 
dosing remarks in his speech to the general. 
Instead of praising the newly established French 
presence, Muhyiddine Nusuli “made an appeal 
to the general to deal generously with this land 
and its people, to assist them in acquiring a free 
and united Syria” (quoting NickoleyS letter to 
AUB President Howard Bliss, January 14, 1920) 
What resulted was a minor diplomatic scandal 
between the newly installed French Mandate 
authorities and the college administration that 
was duly resolved. Muhyiddine Nusuli went 
on to complete his MA at AUB in 1921 and 
became a businessman, a trader in woolens 
from 1921-36, and a deputy in the Lebanese 
pariament. However, his real daim to fame 
was as à journalist, editor, and proprietor of the 
Beyrouth newspaper, which he founded in 
1936. He married Nour Abdul-Hamid Ghandour, 
and they had six children: Salwa, Hadlah, 
Zackariah, Marwan, Zouheir, and Khaldoun. 
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AMIN AL-RIHANI STREET 

Born in 1876 in the village of Freike, 
in Lebanon, Amin al-Rihani moved to 
Brooklyn, New York when he was twelve 
years old. He attended school there and 
became fluent in English, which led to 
his discovery of his passion for literature, 
theater, and writing. He later enrolled in 
night classes so that he could study law, 
and was admitted in 1897 to the New York 
Law School. His education was cut short, 
though, by a trip to Lebanon to treat a 
serious lung infection. He taught English 
while learning Arabic, and discovered his 
love for Arabic poetry and literature. Al- 
Rihani returned to New York and became 
involved in several literary groups, and 
wrote for the Arabic daily newspaper, a/-Huda, published in 
New York. He once again returned to Lebanon in 1905, where 
e lectured at the SPC and published Arabic essays, books, and 
lays, much influenced by the spirit and style of the works of 
Walt Whitman. In 1910, he published ar-Rihaniyyaat in Arabic, 
and in 1911, The Book of Khaled, his pioneering work in English. 
Renowned for his literary and artistic endeavors, Amin al-Rihani 
is considered the founding father of Arab-American literature 
Politically he was a strong proponent of Arab nationalism, calling 
or a United States of Arabia and championing the Palestinian 


cause as an active member of the Palestine Anti-Zionism Society. 


n 1916, he married Bertha Case, an American artist living in Paris 
who had worked with Matisse, Picasso, Cezanne, and Derain. A 
prolific writer, al-Rihani published twenty-nine works in English and 
twenty-six works in Arabic. Amin al-Rihani died from complications 
after a bicycle accident in his hometown of Freike in 1940. 
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SALWA NASSAR STREET 
Born in Dhour al-Shweir in 1913 as Salwa Chukri, Salwa Nassar 
received her BA from AUB in 1935. She taught briefly in both lraq 


and Jordan to raise money to continue her graduate studies, first 
at Smith College, where she completed her M.Sc. in Physics in 
1940, and then at the University of California Berkeley, where she 
completed her PhD in nuclear physics in 1945. She became the 


Salwa Nassar Street 


1965, she became the president of the Bairut College for Women 
(LAU). Her presidency was short-lived as Dr. Nassar passed away 
at the early age of fifty-four in 1967. 
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FARES NIMR STREET 
Fares Nimr was born in the village of Hasbayya. He came to 
study at the SPC, earning his BA in 1874, and was so closely 
associated with his friend Yaqub Sarruf that their names often 
appear together in the same sentence. For several years, both 
taught as instructors at the SPC with the likes of Juri Zaydan 
as students. Fares Nimr taught astronomy, mathematics, and 
Latin, and also served as an assistant in the Observatory. While 
teaching, and with the encouragement and support of Cornelius 
Van Dyck, Fares Nimr and Yaqub Sarruf founded the monthly 
scientific journal a/-Mugtataf in 1876. In it, they published 
contributions from their peers, members of SPC faculty and 
alumni, connecting the SPC to the Nahda and its tremendous 


literary output. In their aspirations to disseminate ideas to an 


Salwa Nassar 


first nuclear physicist not only in Lebanon, but also in the entire 
region. She returned to Beirut to teach at the Beirut College for 
Women (today's Lebanese American University — LAU), heading 
their science department, and then returned to the US, where 
she taught at Smith College. She then taught and conducted 
research at the University of Michigan, also working with Enrico 
Fermi at the University of Chicago. In 1950, Dr. Nassar returned to 
AUB, but this time as a member of the faculty. In fact, Dr. Nassar 
was the first woman at AUB to be hired as professor in a subject 
area traditionally dominated by men. From her appointment as 
professor of physics, she then became head of AUB'S Physics 
Department. She represented Lebanon at the UN conference on 
the peaceful use of nuclear energy, and was considered one of 
the leading nuclear physicists in the region, working to create the 
National Council for Scientific Research in Lebanon in 1962. In 


Arab educated elite, they published a wide range of articles that 
ranged from those of a political nature to scientific theories of 
the day, such as Darwinism. In 1882, when SPC Professor Edwin 
Lewis gave his commencement address mentioning Darwinism 
and causing an uproar at the College, a/-Muqtataf reported 
on the controversy. Sarruf and Nimr's apparent sympathy for 
Dr. Lewis and his ideas resulted in the refusal of the College to 
renew their teaching contracts, thus ending their SPC careers. 
From Beirut, they moved to Cairo, where a/-Mugtataf thrived 
and on its fiftieth anniversary in 1926, it was celebrated as 
having had “a vital influence in the rebirth of Arabic culture." In 
1890, both Fares Nimr and Yaqub Sarruf were awarded the first 
honorary PhDs from the SPC. Fares Nimr died in Cairo in 1952. 
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CHARLES MALEK BOULEVARD 
Born in the village of Bterram (Koura) in 
1906, Charles Malek's life was a prominent 
one not only by local and regional 
standards, but also by global standards. 
His education began at the American 
School for Boys in Tripoli, a major feeder 
school to the AUB. He joined AUB and 
in 1927 earned his BA, after which he 
taught mathematics and physics there 
for two years. He then travelled to Egypt 
to work at al-Hilal Publishing House, and 
then moved to the University of Freiburg 
in Germany to study under Martin 
Heidegger, and later to Harvard University, 
where he earned his MA in 1934 and his 
PhD in philosophy in 1937. He returned 
to Beirut and AUB, where he launched his 
teaching career first as instructor, next as 
adjunct professor, and then as associate 
professor and head of the philosophy 
department from 1937 until 1945. Charles 
alek founded the Civilization Studies 
(CS) program at AUB. In 1945, he put 
his academic career on hold to represent 
Lebanon at the founding conference of 
the United Nations (UN) in San Francisco. 
n 1947, he helped to draft the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights, succeeding 
Eleanor Roosevelt as the Human Rights 


Commission Chair. He also served as 


Lebanon‘ first diplomatic representative in 


the United States as plenipotentiary and later 


in 1952 as ambassador. Upon his return to 
Lebanon, he continued his political career 
as Minister of Education in 1957 and then 
Minister of Foreign Affairs from 1956 to 
1958, during the critical years of the Nasser 
era. In 1960, Charles Malek returned to 
AUB to head the Philosophy Department 
from 1962 to 1976. He authored several 
articles on a wide range of issues, including 
philosophy, science, politics, and theology. 
He married Eva Badr, and they had one son, 
Habib. Charles Malek passed away in 1987. 
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ABDALLAH MASHNOUK STREET 

Born in the city of Hama in 1902, Abdallah Mashnouk earned 
his BA at AUB in 1922. Very much a public figure, he rose to 
prominence as the director and proprietor of the daily Beyrouth 
al Massa’ newspaper and the monthly Ahl-en-Nefl journal. 
Abdallah Mashnouk was a prominent and outspoken journalist 
who formed part of the anti-governmental opposition standing 
alongside Prime Minister Saeb Salam in the 1958 uprising against 
President Camille Chamoun. In the 1960 parliamentary elections, 
Abdallah Mashnouk won a seat in Beirut. He then joined two 
national cabinets as Minister of Municipalities in 1960, then 
Minister of Interior, and later Press Minister in 1961. His son, 
Mohammad Mashnouk, graduated from AUB in 1968, as did a 
number of his nieces and nephews. 
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ZAHIA KADDOURA STREET 
Born in Beirut in 1920, Zahia Mustafa 
Kaddoura received her BA in history at 
AUB in 1942. She went on to earn a MS 
and a PhD in Arabic and Islamic history 
at the Fuad | University in Cairo in 1951, 
the first Lebanese woman to earn a PhD 
rom an Egyptian university. She returned 
to Lebanon and became dean of the 
Faculty of Arts and Humanities at the 
Lebanese University in 1971. Once again, 
Zahia Kaddoura broke new ground as the 
irst woman to be appointed to a senior 
post at the Lebanese University. Always a 


champion of women's rights, her research 


ocused on the intellectual role of women, 
and specifically on Muslim womens rights 


and contributions. 


Zahia Kaddoura 
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AMIN ASAD KHAIRALLAH STREET 
Amin Khairallah was born in Beirut in 
1889. His father, Asad Khairallah, from 
the village of Bhamdoun, was a member 
of the SPC'S second graduating class in 
1871. Asad Khaïrallah settled in Zokak al- 
Blat close to the American Mission Press, 
where he worked. He had four sons, all of 
whom graduated from the SPC, among 
them Amin Khairallah. Amin Khairallat 
earned his BA in 1906 and his MD in 1911, 
both from the SPC. He then continued 
his postgraduate studies in Paris, London, 


Dublin, and the US, practicing surgery in 
Brooklyn from 1917-32. In the meantime, 
he married Laurice Maksoud in 1925 and 
they had three sons: Philip, George (AUB 
BA 1952 and later AUB Professor of English 


until 1994), and Edward. The family later 
moved back to Beirut and built a three- 
story villa on Bliss Street, close to AUB. With 
his brothers, Amin Khairallah set up the 
Khairallah Memorial or National Hospital, 
which was located on Clemenceau Street. 
He practiced there as chief surgeon while 
also lecturing in surgery at AUB. Amin 
Khairallah was member of several councils 
and societies, and acted as a consultant to 
the Lebanon Hospital for Mental Disease 
(Asfuriyyeh). He contributed over forty 
medical papers to various medical journals 
and served as president of the AUB 
Medical Alumni Executive Committee from 
1933-35, 1949-51, and 1951-53. Amin 
Khairallah passed away in 1954. 


ST 
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SANIYA HABBOUB STREET 
Born in Beirut in 1899/1900, Saniya 
Hebboub was the daughter of Mustafa 
Habboub, a leather merchant, and Adla al- 
Jazairy. Saniya Habboub's extraordinary story 
started even before she was born when her 
mother saw a European woman reading 
a newspaper on a train. That same night, 
her mother told her husband that if they 
had a daughter, their daughter would be 
educated so that she too could read. So 
began Saniya Habboubs education, first at 
the American School for Girls (ASG), then at 
the Junior College (today's LAU), and later 
in 1925, when she became an “irregular 
student” at AUB. According to her own 
account, as a student at AUB she talked to 
no one but her professors, and ran from 


class to class wearing a three-layered veil. 


| 
| 
| 


Î Saniya Habboub 


In her neighborhood of Basta, people spat 
in her direction and cursed her parents for 
educating a daughter. Once Saniya Habboub 
had completed her sophomore year at 
AUB, she set her sights on medicine. But in 
1926, women were not admitted to AUB' 
School of Medicine. Undeterred, Saniya 
Habboub struck out on her own, travelled to 
the US, and earned an MD from the Women's 
Medical College of Pennsylvania in 1931. 
After she had completed her specialization in 
obstetrics, she returned to Beirut in 1933 and 
opened up a small clinic in Bab Idriss. Almost 
at once, the entire neighborhood of Basta 
flooded through her doors, making her a local 
hero in the quarter that had once spurned her. 
She also worked as the school doctor at her 
alma mater, the ASG. She married journalist 
Mohammad al-Nagqash in 1935, and they 
had two daughters, Saniya and Hffat. Saniya 
Habboub passed away in 1983. 


37/90 

SALAHUDDINE ITANI STREET 
Born in Beirut in 1908, Salahuddine 
Mustafa Rashad ltani was an engineer by 
profession. He received his BA in 1928 
from AUB, his BSCE in 1929 from the 
University of Michigan, and his MA in Civil 
Engineering from Cornell University in 
1932. He married Hayat Daouk in 1939, 
and they had three children. For many 
years, he worked as an engineer in Detroit 
and then became à partner at the firm S & 
F Itani Architects and Engineers. In 1937, 
he travelled to Iraq to work in the lraqi 
Department of Irrigation until 1941, and 
then returned to his partnership in Beirut. 


x Salahuddine Itani Street 
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20/44 
WADAD MAKDISI CORTAS STREET 


Wadad Makdisi Cortas, the youngest 
of Marianna and Jirjus Makdisi's daughters, 
was born in Ras Beirut in 1909. She 
attended the Syrian National School for 
Girls, or al-Ahliyya School, and went on to 


complete her BA at AUB in 1930. She then 
travelled to the US to attend the University 
of Michigan, where she completed her MA 
in 1932. In 1937, she returned to Beirut to 
begin teaching and was asked to head the 
al-Ahliyya School, a position she held until 
she retired in 1974. In 1940, she married 
Emile Cortas (BC Commerce, 1922) from 
Brummana and founder of the Cortas 
Food and Canning Company. They lived in 
Ras Beirut on Jeanne d'Arc Street, where 
they had four children: Nadim, Ramzi, 


Sami, and Mariam. Known for her endless 
reserves of energy, Wadad Cortas was an early example of a 
full-time working mother. Always dedicated to the education of 
women, she also cultivated a sense of civic and social responsibility 
while promoting à secular Arab nationalist education. Moreover, 
Wadad Cortas also brought music to education, inviting Alexis 
Boutros to teach music and to perform concerts at al-Ahliyya 
School. In fact, the first choir in Beirut was at al-Ahliyya, and the 
seeds for the establishment of the Lebanese Academy of Fine Arts 
(ALBA) were sown there as well. Wadad Cortas served as a role 
model for her students, and through her leadership she touched 
the lives of countless young women. Wadad Cortas died in 1979. 


Wadad Makdisi 
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DR. PHILIP HITTI STREET 
Born in the village of Shimlan in 1886, Philip Khuri Hitti suffered 
a broken elbow in a childhood accident which brought him to 
the hospital at the SPC to be treated by Dr George Post. This 
contact With the American missionaries led to his enrolment in 
the American Presbyterian School in Suq al-Gharb, and then on to 
the SPC where he earned his BA in 1908. He went on to Columbia 
University where he earned his PhD in Oriental history in 1915, 
becoming the first Arab to receive a PhD from that institution. He 


lectured in Semitic languages at Columbia until after World War 1, 
when he returned to Beirut with his American wife to teach at AUB. 
In 1926, he was offered a Chair at Princeton University as Professor 
of Semitic Literature and chairman of the Department of Oriental 
Languages, positions he held until 1954. At Princeton University, 
Hitti established the first department of Near East Studies in the 


Philip Hitti 


United States with an emphasis on Arabic 
and Islam. He wrote the classic text History 
of the Arabs based on his PhD dissertation, 
first published in 1937, a book that has since 
seen over ten editions. He also published 
twelve other works from 1924-73. Hittis 
establishment of the Department of Near 
East Studies at Princeton and the wide 
reach of his books have made significant 
contributions to the study of Arab history 
in the West, leading to the establishment of 
similar programs across the field of higher 
education in the United States. Philip Hitti 
also played a significant role at the United 
Nations, serving as advisor to the lraqi 
delegation at the founding conference of the 
UN in San Francisco in 1945. Philip Hitti died 
in Princeton, New Jersey in 1978. 
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taught at the SPC, Boutrus Bustani is associated With the SPC'S 
earliest days, as he rented one of his properties in Zokak al-Blat to 
AUB for its first class of students in 1866. At his funeral, his dose 
friend and colleague Cornelius Van Dyck wept and repeated, “oh 
my friend and companion of youth." 


45/53 
EMILE BUSTANI STREET 
Born in 1907 also in the Village of Dibbiyeh (Chouf), Emile 
Bustani was described as a larger than life personality. He was 
à Pioneer Lebanese entrepreneur, businessman, and statesman 
who personified the rags to riches story. Demonstrating great 
promise at an early age, he was granted a scholarship to attend 
Emile Bustani | AUB, where he earned his BA in 1929 and then went on to 
complete his MA in astrophysics in 1932, and then his BSc from 


MIT. He married Laura Syriani, whom he had met during his AUB 
days, and they had one daughter, Myrna Bustani. Emile Bustani 


first worked for the lraqi Petroleum Company (IPC) and then 
founded his own Company, Contracting and Trading (CAT) that 
constructed oil pipelines and built roads and cities throughout 
Middle East. In 1951, he was elected as a member of the 
Lebanese parliament and served as Minister of Public Works. 
He was the youngest member of AUB' Board of Trustees, and 
presided over the AUB Alumni Association from 1952 until his 
untimely death in the crash of his own plane while on a business 
trip to Jordan in 1963. Renowned for his diplomacy and personal 
Charm, some go as far as to Say that had he lived, Emile Bustani 
would have become president of Lebanon and in such capacity 


Boutrus Bustani Street 


might have prevented the outbreak of the Civil War. 
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EMILE BUSTANI STREET 
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Boutrus Bustani Street 


might have prevented the outbreak of the Civil War. 


Boutrus Bustani 
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BOUTRUS BUSTANI STREET 
Born in 1819 in the village of Dibbiyeh (Chouf), Boutrus 
Bustani, an Arab luminary of the nineteenth century, almost needs 


no introduction. A prominent educator and one of Lebanon‘ 
most renowned Protestant converts, he married Raheel Ata who 
was-raised in the home of Protestant missionaries, Sarah and Eli 
Smith. Bustani worked closely with Eli Smith and then later with 
Cornelius Van Dyck in several ventures such as the founding of 
the Abeih Seminary for Boys in 1843 and the translation of the 
Bible into Arabic. After the Civil War of Mount Lebanon in 1860, 
Boutrus Bustani began to move away from the American Protestant 
Missionary establishment to cal| for a secular Arab national identity 
through educational reform. To this end, he founded the National 
School for Boys (al-Madrasah al-Wataniya) in 1863 in Zokak al-Blat, 
where he taught until his death in 1883. A founding father of the 
Arab Nahda, his contributions included the dictionary a-Muhit 
al-Muhit [Ocean of Oceans] and the first Arabic encyclopedia, 
Da'irat al-Ma'arif [The Circle of Knowledge], as well his founding 
of the journals a/-Jinan, al-Junaina, and al-Jana. Although he never 
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TABBARAH STREET 
According to the AUB alumni directory, 
AUB has graduated over eighty-four 
members of the Tabbarah family. Its earliest 
graduate was Abdel Latif Hussein Tabbarah 
(Commerce, 1925). Tabbarah is a well-known 
name with a range of associations in Ras 
Beirut, from delicious falafel to one of its 
most famous members, renowned scholar 
and teacher Dr. Riad Tabbarah, a pioneer 
of electrocardiography in the Middle East. 
Dr. Tabbarah was the first to work with 
electrocardiograms in Lebanon. Born in 
Beirut in 1914, he earned his MD in 1939 
from AUB. After postgraduate work at 
Haward University and the University of 


Pennsylvania (1945-47), he served as a 
professor of internal medicine at AUB from 
1959 until his retirement in 1979. Not only 
a medical academician, Dr. Riad Tabbarah 
played a key role in the public sector at the 
ESCWA Population Conference in Beirut and 
Damascus in 1979 and became director of 
the AUH Population Unit. Dr. Raja Khuri, the 
late dean of the Faculty of Medicine at AUB, 
described him as “the father of academic 
cardiology — a devoted, stimulating teacher, 
a model clinician, and an inspiring leader 
and planner.” Tabbarah Street runs slightly 
downhill from Madame Curie Street, where 
the upper campus entrance of the Lebanese 


American University (LAU) is today. 


34/55 
YAMOUT STREET 
The Yamout family is a small, but well- 
known Ras Beirut family. There are about 
twenty members of the Yamout family 
who have graduated from AUB since 
1930. Salahuddine Omar Yamout, who 
first attended the International College 
(IC), was the first Yamout to graduate 
from AUB with a BA in 1930. He taught at 
IC, and then worked for many years with 
the Iraqi Petroleum Company (IPC) before 
returning to AUB to complete his BCE in 
1953. The Yamout family apparently lived 
in the proximity of the actual location 
of Yamout Street, where an important 
sheikh from the Yamout family resided. 
While the street is only two blocks long, 
located a block south of Sidani Street and 
extending from Sadat to Antun Gemayal 
Street, it is a quiet, shaded street that is 
largely residential. 


"7 


Sidani Street 
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SIDANI STREET 
Sidani Street is one of the oldest and most well-known streets 
associated with Ras Beirut, running parallel to and in-between 
Bliss and Hamra Streets. However, AUB graduates from the 
Sidani family were relative latecomers. The first two graduates, 
Samiha Abd al-Majid Sidani and Wafica Abd al-Hamid Sidani, 
both female, graduated with BAs in 1955. Some say the name 
Sidani comes from the word Saida indicating the origins of the 
family. Others say the name is connected to a person who went 
back and forth between Saida and Beirut for commercial reasons. 
From then on, his family name became known as Sidani. Running 
parallel to Bliss Street one block up, Sidani Street receives a lot 
of pedestrian and vehicular traffic, as it caters to all kinds of 
everyday needs with its chock-a-block food shops, hair and nail 
salons, small eateries, pharmacies, butchers, and bakers. West of 


Sadat Street, it is called Mansur Jurdak Street. It extends from 
Sadat Street eastwards to Jeanne d'Arc Street, where it turns into 
Souraty Street. One can only assume that there were not enough 
streets in Ras Beirut, so a single street sometimes shares multiple 
names depending on where you are on it. 


34/53 
SOURATY STREET 
The Souraty family is a small one with only a handful of 
graduates from AUB, though one of them, Abdallah Souraty, 
graduated in 1895 with a degree in Pharmacy. As mentioned 
previously, Souraty Street is an extension of Sidani Street running 
east from Jeanne d'Arc Street. As also previously mentioned, it 
used to be named Maamari Street. Why it was changed to Souraty 
is not known, except that the Souratys are a well-established Ras 
Beirut Maronite family who intermarried with the Bassouls and 
are clustered around the area of the Wardieh Church. 


Souraty Street 
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of Lebanon's preeminent painters and sculptors. In 2014, at 
the age of ninety-eight, she was awarded an honorary AUB 
doctorate. Rawdah Street is another combination of stairs and 
street, like American University Street and Post Street. It starts 
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RUBEIZ STREET 
The Rubeiz family is perhaps the most famous Greek Orthodox 
family of Ras Beirut. Some of them trace their origins to the village 


off of Van Dyck Street and then as it flattens at the bottom of Munsif, others to the village of al-Hilwe, in Qurnat al-Roum, 


of the stairs it goes two blocks east until it intersects with Dr. the same area from which the Bikhazis hail. The earliest Rubeiz 
to graduate from AUB was Najib Khalil Rubeiz (BA 1889). The 


Rubeiz family is a very large one, and the AUB alumni directory 


Hassan Idriss Street in Ayn Mreyseh. 


lists over sixty Rubeiz graduates, spelt variously as Rubeiz, Rebeiz, 
and Rüubayz. According to one George Rubeiz, there were thirty- 
nine George Rubeizs in Ras Beirut, so in order to distinguish them 
from each other they would name the son after the father. So 
George Abdallah Rubeiz became known as George Abdo and his 
Wife, Marie Abdo, was a regular fixture at her window, so much 
so that she was Marie Abdo al-Shibbak (the window). It was 
considered a serious faux pas if you passed by her window without 


accepting her invitation to coffee. Her son, George Abdallah 
Rübeiz, to mention just one of the Georges, graduated from AUB 
with an MD in 1949 and is described as the founding father of 
Lebanese cardiology, pioneering invasive and clinical cardiology. 
He married Da’ad Khoury Rubeiz who worked as à Public Health 
doctor. All three of their children earned their MDs at AUB, and 
two of them, Nelly and Abdallah Rebeiz now practice at AUBMC. 
Like the Bikhazis, and related to them through marriage, many 


Rubeizs practiced medicine and were first associated with the 
Rubeiz Hospital, one of Ras Beirut's earliest maternity hospitals. 
Of course, no mention of Rubeiz can be made without mention 
of Mukhtar Kamal Rubeiz and his father Jurji, the quintessential 
Ras Beirutis captured in Kamal's book, Rizk Allah ala Haydeek al- 
Ayam ya Ras Beirut (1986). Rubeiz Street is the same street as 


Makdisi Street running east. Its portion starts at Abdul Aziz Street, 
which is where Abdallah and Marie Rubeiz lived in the red-roofed 
house with red shutters on the west side of Abdul Aziz Street; 


Rubeiz House Rubeiz Street ends at Rome Street. 


Makdisi had three boys and three girls, one of whom was 


Makdisi Cortas, head of the Ahliyyah School, who married Emile 
Cortas, whose sister Najla married Constantine Zurayk. To say that 
the Makdisi family was at the nexus of AUB and the Protestant 
community of Ras Beirut is not an overstatement! 


Anis Makdisi Anis al-Khuri Makdisi (1885-1977) BA 


1906, MA 1908 

The younger brother, Anis Makdisi 
was also born in Tripoli and moved to 
Ras Beirut in 1902 to attend the SPC Prep 
School. He graduated from the SPC in 
1906. He taught at the Prep School while 
he earned his MA from the SPC in 1908 
and then travelled to Egypt to teach at 
the Assuit College for one year. In 1920 
he joined AUB'S Arabic Department with 
Professor Jabr Dumit. He was promoted 
to associate professor in 1923 and in 1925 
became full professor. In the meantime, 
he married Selma Khoury in 1920 and at 
the encouragement of his older brother, 
he built his house across the street on 
Jeanne d'Arc Street. There he and Selma 
had four children, two of whom, Samir 
and Nida, continue to live in Ras Beirut 
until today. Today the Anis K. Makdisi 
program in AUB' Faculty of Arts and 
Sciences Department of Arabic Literature 


is named in his honor. 

Dr. Nadim Cortas, former dean of the AUBMC and grandson 
of Jijus Makdisi, tells us that the name of Makdisi Street comes 
from a story concerning Jirjus's son-in-law, Benjamin Baroody. 


Baroody ran a trade and import business, and so to direct clients 
to his location, he would tell them to go up Jeanne d'Arc Street 
and take the third alleyway to the right. Because of the confusion 
of which alleyway was second, third, or fourth, Baroody put up a 
sign at the intersection on his father-in-law's house, the Makdisi 
House, to indicate the correct alleyway to Baroody's business. As 
such, the name stuck and was later formalized in honor of Jirjus 


Makdisi whose personality imprinted itself on that spot. 
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RAWDAH STREET 
Rawdah is one of the oldest Druze family names of Ras 
Beirut, specifically in relation to Ayn Mreyseh. Some claim that 
their settlement in Ras Beirut dates to the Mamluk era when they 
were commissioned to protect the coast from invaders, whether 
Crusader or pirate. According to the AUB alumni directory there 
are thirteen graduates from the Rawdah family. The earliest is 
Yusuf Muhammad Rawdah (MD 1915) who became one of Ras 
Beiruts most renowned dermatologists. During World War |, 
like Najib Ardati, he was commissioned for military service and 
joined professor of surgery Dr. Edwin St. John Ward on the Red 
Cross medical mission to southern Palestine to treat soldiers of 
the Ottoman army. He wrote numerous articles on his area of 
expertise, the “Aleppo Button," a skin infection caused by the 
bite of a sand fly. He married Mouazaz Tawfik Pertev of Istanbul, 
and had one daughter, Shermine Rawdah, who graduated from 
AUB in 1948 and married AUBMC orthopedic surgeon Dr Suhail 
Bulos (AUB MD 1950). Other key members of the Rawdah family 
include the sisters Aniseh Rawdah Najjar, who completed her BA 
in 1936, and became a life-long educator and an active feminist 
in the Lebanese Women's Federation for which she served as 
general secretary, and Salwa Rawdah Choucair, who studied 
fine arts in Paris at the École des Beaux-Arts, and became one 


AS 


Makdisi Street 
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MAKDISI STREET 
The Makdisi (also known as al-Khuri- 
Makdisi) family of Ras Beirut is one of 
Ras Beiruts oldest Protestant families. 
Originally from the northern reaches of 
Tripoli and its hinterland, the Makdisis were 
drawn to Ras Beirut in pursuit of furthering 
their education at AUB. They made Ras 
Beirut their home in the late nineteenth 
and early twentieth centuries, first settling 
on Jeanne d'Arc Street and expanding as 
the family presence in Ras Beirut grew. Two 
of the Makdisi brothers, whose long and 
venerable association with AUB dates back 
to the late nineteenth century, were Jirjus 
and Anis Makdisi. 


Jirjus al-Khuri Makdisi (1868-1943) BA 1888 

The eldest brother, Jirjus Makdisi was born in 1868 in Tripoli 
where he attended the American School for Boys. He moved to 
Beirut to enroll in SPC‘ Prep School, learning under the scholars, 
Fares Nimr and Yaqub Sarruf, and graduated in 1888. After his 
marriage to Marianna Khauli, the sister of Bulous Khauli (AUB BA 
1897, SPC professor of Arabic, and first SPC professor of Education), 
Jirjus Makdisi accepted Arabic Professor Jabr Dumit's invitation to 
teach Arabic at the SPC, where his youngest brother, Anis Makdisi 
was studying. Jirjus Makdisi decided to build his house outside the 
University grounds on the northwestern corner of the intersection 
of Jeanne d'Arc and what would become Makdisi Street. People 
thought him adventurous to build “so far away from the AUB 
campus." Jirjus Makdisi was known for his sense of humor and 
his interest in capturing stories of local lore. Jirjus and Marianna 
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Khalidy House on Khalidy Street 
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KHALIDY STREET 

The Khalidy family is a large family of several branches. The 
connection between the Khalidy name and the street is a direct 
one: namely that the house, where the Khalidy family had 
lived since 1927 when it was built, stands there. Dr. Mustafa 
Khalidy was born in 1895 and graduated from AUB in 1920. 
He became a clinical professor of gynecology and obstetrics 
at AUB, and later built and directed his own hospital, the Leila 


. Khalidy Mäternity Hospital, Concerned with civic responsibility 


and public consciousness, Dr. Khalidy posted weekly pamphlets 
and placed them on the corner of Khalidy Street with thought- 
provoking proverbs or sayings to catch the eye of passers- 
by. It was said that people, especially students going to and 
from school, looked forward to the weekly postings. He also 
rented a building to found and fund a school of nursing for 
the Young Women's Muslim Association of Lebanon, hoping to 
give women a start at a decent profession. He encouraged his 
colleagues to teach there at no charge. He was also active as 
president of the Young Men's Muslim Association from 1946- 
50. Dr. Khalidy also wrote several articles and published two 


books, one the first Arabic textbooks on gynecology and the other 
on religion and colonialism. 

Khalidy Street is a short street running from Jeanne d'Arc 
Street to Bikhazi Street. It is a quiet street distinguished by the 
beautiful three-story Khalidy house that still stands there despite 
the construction site that surroundbs it. 


34/85 

MAAMARI STREET 
The name Maamari is derived from the Arabic ma‘amar, from the 
root “to build,” referring to the ma'alam al-bina, the professional 
builder. According to some members of the Maamari family, who 
were of Catholic denomination, the family moved from Deir al- 
Qamar to Beirut around the 18605 to escape hostilities between 
the Christians and the Druze in the Shouf region. Others cite the 
origins of the Maamari family as being from Majdaloun in the 
environs of Saida. In relation to Ras Beirut, the street that was first 
named Maamari is today named Souraty Street. It was named 


Maamari because in 1927, Antoine Maamari, a jeweler, built one 
of the first houses on the street on the exact spot of Idriss (now 
SpinneyS) Supermarket. The land on which the house was built was: 
part of his wife, Katherine Bassouls dowry. The Bassoul family, of 


! Maronite denomination, owned quite a bit of land in and around 
| that part of Ras Beirut: the Wardieh Church was built by Lisa 


Farajallah Bassoul in memory of her son, the Gefinor Center stands 
on what used to be the grounds of the Bassoul house, and parts of 
AUBMC land was also originally Bassoul owned. Why the name of 
the street changed from Maamari to Souraty is not known, but the 
Maamari house was sold to Musbah Idriss (the father of Dr. Hassan 
Idriss) in 1960 and, perhaps, with it the Maamari association. The 
present-day Maamari Street, is only one block north and extends 
from Rome Street to Abdul Aziz Street, from Bikhazi Hospital to the 
Gefinor Center as it intersects the AUBMC complex. 


37 


34/56 
BIKHAZI STREET 

Bikhazi is another name that immediately 
comes to mind in association with the 
oldest Greek Orthodox families of Ras 
Beirut. Unlike the Aramans, the Bikhazi 
amily is one of the largest families of Ras 
Beirut. They include over forty graduates 
rom the SPC/AUB, many of whom have 
specialized in the field of medicine. The 
story of the origins of the Bikhazis coming 
o Ras Beirut is a special one: the family 


name is after their town of origin, Bikhaz, 


ocated in Qurnat al-Roum, north of Beirut 
and south of Tripoli. Apparently a girl from 
the family ran off with a man from outside 
FTRRARIATREEE the village; in order to prevent the marriage, 
her brothers chased her and her fiancé to the Beirut port to stop 
them from getting on a ship. Alas, too late, the brothers were too 
ashamed to return to the village empty-handed, so they settled 
in Ras Beirut. The earliest SPC/AUB graduate from the family was 
Jurji Ilyas Bikhazi, who graduated in Pharmacy in 1912. There are 
many well-known Bikhazis, including the blacksmith Elias (Abu- 
George) Bikhazi, who many claim designed the metal doors of 
AUB's Main Gate: the pharmacist Tanios Bikhazi, who graduated 


from the SPC in 1913, served as a captain in the Turkish army, and 
was killed on the Gaza front in 1918 during World War 1. There was 
Hilaneh Bikhazi, who completed her nursing degree in midwifery 
in 1922, and Jibran Elias Bikhazi, AUB librarian since 1925 and 
father of medical doctor Kamal Bikhazi, who founded the Bikhazi 
Medical Group, which is under the leadership of his daughter, 
Rima Bikhazi Azar today, Jibran's brother was Philip Bikhazi, also a 
medical doctor. There were also the brothers Gibran and Beshara 
Bikhazi, who ran the most famous shop on Bliss Street across 


from AUB known for its ma'anik sandwiches and through which 
they funded the AUB education of their children. And there is also 
Michel Bikhazi, mukhtar of Ras Beirut, elected to succeed the late 
mukhtar Kamal Rubeiz in 2010. 

Bikhazi Street is a short stretch from Bliss Street south to Sidani 
Street. Apparently it is so named after Elias Mansur Bikhazis 
house that stood on the corner of Bliss Street and Bikhazi Street. 
Elias Bikhazi had four sons: Charles Bikhazi, who owned Toyland 
on Hamra Street; Tony Bikhazi, who worked for Domtex; and 
Philip and George Bikhazi, both medical doctors. George Bikhazi 
graduated from AUB with an MD in 1938 and ran the Bikhazi 
Hospital, formerly the Rubeiz Hospital. 
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JABBUR STREET 

According to the AUB alumni directory, there are over fifty 
graduates under the Jabbur family name. Perhaps the most 
famous Jabbur in connection with AUB and Ras Beirut was Jibrail 
S. Jabbur, AUB professor of Arabic literature and Semitic studies 
for forty-five years. Born in Syria in 1904, Jabbur graduated from 
AUB with a BA in 1925 and an MA in 1933, later completing 
his PhD at Princeton University in 1947. He published several 
manuscripts and articles, most famous among them concerning 
his research on the Bedouin in The Bedouins and the Desert: 
Aspects of Nomadic Life in the Arab East. He also wrote his 
memoirs, Min Ayam al-Umr [Days of my Life], published the year 
he passed away in 1991. 

As previously mentioned, Jabbur Street is more of an alleyway 
associated with the Araman family (see Araman Street in this 
book). Why it was named Jabbur is a mystery, though Jibrail 
Jabbur apparently lived nearby. 


2358 


Araman Sign on Jabbur street 
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ARAMAN STREET 
Though a small family, Araman is a name that immediately 
comes to mind as one of Ras Beirut's oldest Greek Orthodox 
families. Nine members of the Araman family graduated from 
the SPC/AUB, among them 
Pharmacy in 1881 and settled in Abbasiyah, Cairo. Based on 


, Who graduated in 


alumni directory records and the few remaining Aramans in Ras 
Beirut, it appears that many Aramans emigrated from Lebanon 
to various parts of the world, from Egypt to South America 

Araman Street is actually only a portion of Baalbek Street, 
between Nami Jafet Street and Jeanne d'Arc Street, a block 
north of Hamra Street. The street one would expect to be named 
Araman is actually named Jabbur Street. Not really a street, it is 
one of the last remaining quiet, overgrown green alleyways of 
Ras Beirut that connects Makhoul Street to Souraty Street and is 
used often as a pedestrian shortcut. Tucked into the alleyway is 
an old stone house with a street level shop boasting an old sign 
that reads ” ps 


Constantine Zurayk Street 
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CONSTANTINE ZURAYK STREET 
Born in Damascus in 1905, Constantine 
Zürayk experienced AUB as a student, a 
teacher, and an administrator. It would 
be no exaggeration to claim that he was 
a pillar both of AUB and of Ras Beirut. 
Constantine Zurayk's first contact with 
AUB was through his aunt Najibeh Khoury, 
who earned her AUB nursing training 
diploma in 1921. When Philip Hitti visited 
Damascus, he met the young Zurayk and 
was so impressed with him that he gave 
him a scholarship to attend 1C. Zurayk's 
grandmother then sold her diamond ring 
to support his continued education at 
AUB, where he completed his BA in 1928. 
He then travelled to the US to earn his 
MA in history at the University of Chicago 
in 1929, and then his PhD at Princeton 
University in 1930 under Professor Philip 
Hitti. In 1930, he returned to AUB and, at 
the urging of his former professor Asad 
Rustom, joined the faculty He served 
as vice president from 1947-49, then as 
dean of the faculties from 1952-54 and 
when AUB President Stephen Penrose died 
suddenly in office, Constantine Zurayk 
served as acting president from 1954-57. 
From then on, he served as à professor of 
history until his retirement in 1977. Not 
only an academic, Constantine Zurayk was 
a public intellectual. He published several 
books and articles, and was particularly 


active on the cause for Palestine, so 
much so that he was often mistaken for 
being Palestinian. Indeed, he coined the 
term Nakba (catastrophe or calamity) to 
describe the Palestinian tragedy of 1948. 
Except for brief diplomatic and visiting 
professorial posts abroad, his home was 
Ras Beirut. In 1940, he married Najla Cortas 
(sister of Emile Cortas married to Wadad 
Makdisi Cortas), and together they raised 
four daughters, llham, Huda, Afaf, and 
Hanan. He passed away in 2000 at the 
age of 95. His legacy at AUB continues 
through his daughter, Professor Huda 
Zurayk, appointed the first female dean 
in AUB' history as dean of the Faculty of 
Health Sciences. Constantine Zurayk Street 
is in the Jumblat sector of Ras Beirut and 
appears to have no direct correlation with 
Constantine Zurayk's life. It connects John 


Kennedy Street to Clemenceau Street. 


{ Constantine Zurayk 


History of Lebanon in 1988, and The Bible Came from Arabia, 


his most controversial book, in 1985. Kamal Salibi considered Nami Jafet — 
himself to be part and parcel of AUB and Ras Beirut. Except for 
a few years abroad for study and some time in Amman, Jordan 


where he directed the Royal Institute for Inter-Faith Studies, he 


lived in Ras Beirut in close proximity to AUB his entire life. He | < 
passed away suddenly in 2011, greatly mourned by his students 
and colleagues. 


Professor Kamal Salibi Plaza is prominently located at the 
convergence of Clemenceau, John Kennedy, and Bliss Streets 
in front of AUB's Medical Gate. Its location has little to do with 
where Kamal Salibi lived, on Mahatma Gandhi Street and before 
that in the Sadat Street area, or where he worked, in AUB' 
College Hall, but its prominence is commensurate with his 
standing both at AUB and in Ras Beirut. 
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NAMI JAFET STREET 


Nañni Jatet was born in the village of Shweir in 1860. He was 
part of a class of eleven students who graduated from the SPC in 
1882. Among his teachers were Daniel Bliss, George Post, Yaqub 
Sarruf, and Fares Nimr. Though he was offered a position to teach 
at the SPC, he chose instead to fill his suddenly deceased father's 
Shoes as a teacher at the Thalathat Akmar School from 1883 until 
1893, where he wrote many textbooks. In 1891, he married Afifi 
Nasif al-Tabsharani, and subsequently they emigrated to Brazil, 
where they raised their seven sons and six daughters. He founded 
a commercial company there with his brothers in 1897, and by 
1907 branched out to build a cotton weaving and processing 
factory near Sao Paulo, which became one of the biggest in the 
world. To help other emigrants to Brazil, he organized a chamber 
of commerce in 1917 and was the first president of the Syro- 
Lebanese National Society calling for Lebanese independence 


rom the Ottoman Empire. He was also elected head of the 
Brazilian Red Cross Society during World War I. In 1921, after 
the war, Nami Jafet visited Lebanon and upon his return to Brazil 
became the first president of the AUB Alumni Association there, 
helping to raise funds for AUB. He died shortly thereafter in 1923. 
n 1946, his family donated the funds for the building of the new 
AUB Jafet Memorial Library in his honor. 

Nami Jafet Street is located in the Hamra sector of Ras Beirut. 


is a long street that extends from the north on Sidani Street, 
intersects Hamra Street, and then ends at Emil Edde Street. 


og 
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ABDUL-WAHAB RIFAHI 
Born in 1909 in Beirut, Abdul-Wahab 
Ibrahim Rifahi graduated from AUB with a 
BA in 1942. He married Nadirna Ghandour 
in 1948, and they had one daughter, 
Rouda. From 1934-40, he worked in 
physical education and became athletic 
director at International College (IC) as 
well as athletic director at AUB from 
1934-42 while working towards his BA. 
Upon graduation, he shifted careers to 
work as a business executive, becoming 
secretary general of the Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry in Beirut, and 
later worked as à manager with Middle 
East Airlines. Still connected to athletics, 
however, in 1948, Abdul-Wahab Rifahi 
was president of the Lebanese delegation 
to the Winter Olympics in Saint Moritz, 


tasked with developing the order of the 
Lebanese Olympic Mission. He also served 
as president of the Lebanese Scouts 
Association from 1945 until 1966. 

Today the Rifahi family is most often 
associated with Ayn Mreyseh and Long 
Beach. Fittingly perhaps, Abdul-Wahab's 
street is located in the Ayn Mreyseh quarter, 
up from the Corniche, and just a few blocks 
away from AUB' Athletic Field, where he 


must have spent many hours. 
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DR. NICOLA RUBEIZ STREET 
Nicola Rubeiz earned his MD at 
the SPC in 1906. Dr. Rubeiz was an 
obstetrician and a surgeon, and built 
the Rubeiz Hospital in Ras Beirut, 
where many Ras Beirutis were born, on 
the property of the Rubeiz house at the 
intersection of Clemenceau and Rome 
Street. Dr. Rubeiz had three daughters, 
apparently all known for their beauty, 
and a son George, who also became a 
doctor, one of the 39 George Rubeizs 
of Beirut. The street named after Dr 
Rubeiz is often referred to as ta/a'at 
Jumblat because it is on the steep 
slope on which the Said Jumblat 
palace stands today. However, the street 
actually ends up, literally, at the site 
where Dr. Rubeiz's hospital once stood. 
Dr. Rubeiz died in 1950. 


\ Kamal Salibi | 
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Dr.Nicola Rubeiz Street Sign 
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PROFESSOR KAMAL SALIBI PLAZA 

Renowned historian of Lebanon, Kamal Salibi was born 
in 1929 in Ras Beirut to a Protestant family originally from 
Bhamdoun. His father, Sulayman Salibi, graduated from the SPC 
with an MD in 1911 and worked as a career medical officer in 
the Egyptian army in Sudan. Kamal Salibi lived with his family 
on Bliss Street across from AUB and attended what is now IC. In 
1949, Kamal Salibi earned his BA in history and political science, 
and he taught at IC from 1949-50. He then went on to complete 
his PhD at the School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS) in 
London under the supervision of Bernard Lewis in 1953. Kämal 
Salibi taught at AUB as an instructor in 1954-55 and then joined 
the faculty as a professor of history in 1955, where he remained 
until his retirement in 1994, though he continued to teach until 
1997 when he became a professor emeritus. He published 
eleven books, most of them on the history of Lebanon, several 
among them classics: The Modern History of Lebanon in 1965, 
Crossroads to Civil War in 1977, A House of Many Mansions: The 


Hassan Idriss 
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DR. HASSAN IDRISS STREET 

Born in 1914 in Beirut, Hassan Misbah Idriss, was the son 
of businessman/entrepreneur Misbah Idriss, who bought the 
land owned by Antoine Maamari on today's Souraty Street and 
established the once famous Idriss (now Spinney's) Supermarket. 
Dr. Idriss's reputation extended even further than his father's. He 
was described as one of the fathers of pediatric medicine in AUB, 
Lebanon, and the region. He completed his MD at AUB in 1937 
and worked under the tutelage of Dr. Leonard Moore and Dr 
| Henry Nachman, the founders of AUB'S Pediatric Department. In 
1939, Dr. Idriss then joined the staff as attending physician. As 
| à professor of pediatrics, he became the “premier pediatrician, 
not only in Lebanon, but also in the Middle East until his death 
in 1979.” Needless to say, he was the most famous doctor for 
children in Ras Beirut. He married Leila Daouk in 1943, and they 
raised three children, Ziad, Sherine, and Imad. 

As mentioned before, the street today named after Dr. Hassan 
Idriss was previously Graham Street, after the famous Dr. Harris 
Graham, whose name informally graced the tramway stop on 
John Kennedy Street. 
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MANSUR JURDAK STREET 

Born in 1881 in the village of Shweir, Mansur Hanna Jurdak 
attended the village Protestant school for his primary and 
secondary education. His stellar performance at school won 
him a scholarship to enroll at the SPC in 1896. His first job upon 
graduation in 1901 was as teacher of mathematics at the Prep 
School, today's International College (IC). In 1904, he began 
teaching at the SPC as assistant to Robert West, Professor of 
Mathematics and Astronomy. While teaching, Jurdak continued 
his studies towards his MA, which he completed in 1907. In 1911, 


_ t 
Mansur Jurdak | 


he became full professor and chairman 
of the Department of Mathematics at 
the SPC. At the same time, he followed 
his passion for astronomy under Robert 
West and for physics under Professor 
Julius Brown and became chairman of the 
Department of Astronomy when he took 
charge of the Observatory during World 
War !. In 1918, he was the first to observe 
a nova (an exploding star) and discovered 
the New Star in Herculis Aquila. 

Moreover, under Mansur Jurdak's watch, 
the Observatory won the confidence of 
the local community and even Dar al 
Fatwa consulted the lunar recordings of 
the telescope to determine the start of 


the holy month of Ramadan. From 1921- 
1942, Jurdak also served as chairman of 
the Department of Engineering. Mansur 
Jurdak married Leah Abs, and they raised 
their six children in Ras Beirut, all of whom 
graduated from AUB. Mansur Jurdak's legacy continues in his 
grandson, Dr. Philip Khoury, who is today chairman of AUB' 
Board of Trustees. 

In 1927, Mansur Jurdak bought a plot of land on the corner 
of Sadat and what later became known as Mansur Jurdak 
Street. There he built an impressive six-story building to ensure 
that each of his six children, two boys and four girls, had their | 
own home. One of the earliest high-rise buildings of its time, it | 
still stands, often associated with Nawas Travel on its ground 
floor. The street extends east from Najib Ardati Street to Sadat 
Street and then becomes Sidani Street and Souraty Street as it 


runs eastwards. 


Jurdak Building 
on Jurdak Street 


IBRAHIM DAGHER STREET 

Born in 1925 in the village of Majdalouna, Ibrahim Dagher 
completed his BA in 1947 and his MD in 1951 at AUB. Known 
throughout the Arab world for his contributions to thoracic 
and cardiovascular surgery, he performed the first open-heart 
surgery in the region at AUBMC in 1958. The following year he 
performed the first total cardiopulmonary bypass in Lebanon (the 
fifth country in the world to perform such surgery) using a ‘home- 
made’ machine. He wrote several articles on cardiovascular 
disease and surgery in regionally and internationally peer 
reviewed journals. An inspiring and demanding teacher, Dr 
Dagher left à generation of students behind in his many years as 
Professor of Surgery at AUB from 1957-2000. 

In 2009, the street in the Ras Beirut sector behind the Riviera 
Hotel was named in honor of Dr Dagher. Making note of that 
honor, Dr. Nadim Cortas remarked upon how apt a metaphor it 
was “to recognize the road you paved for those who will follow 


you in their quest for success.” Dr. Dagher passed away in 2014. 
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JABR DUMIT STREET 

Jabr Mikhaïl Durnit was born in the village of Safita in Syria in 
1858. The story goes that on a visit to the Protestant school there, 
Boutrus Bustani noticed Jabr Dumits intelligence and future 
promise and persuaded Mrs. Dumit to let her only son go to 
Lebanon to further his education at the famous Abeih Seminary. 
Upon his graduation from Abeih, Jabr Dumit matriculated at the 
SPC and graduated in 1876 as one of five graduates of the School 
of Arts and Sciences. He then worked as a teacher, a translator 
for the British in Sudan, and in 1886 joined his college friend, 


Jurji Zaydan, in Cairo. In 1895, Jabr Dumit returned to Beirut and 


signed on to teach Arabic at the SPC. In 1909, he became the 
first Arab teacher at the SPC to be appointed full professor of 


the Arabic Department. In the meantime, he married Heda Salibi, 


the daughter of another important school founder, Mitri Salibi, 
in Shweir. One of the first families of the Ras Beirut Protestant 
community to establish their home in Ras Beirut, the Dumits 
had six children, three boys and three girls, one of whom (Najib) 
founded Dumit Dairy on Hamra Street in 1935, providing the first 
pasteurized milk in Lebanon. 

Jabr Dumit Street is a rather short side street that extends 
one block from Jeanne d'Arc Street to Nami Jafet Street. Jabr 
Dumit lived at the famous Hamra intersection of Abu-Taleb, so 
why the side street is named for him is unknown, except that it 
still does retain some of the character of old Ras Beirut. 


Jabr Dumit Street 


Jabr Dumit 
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NAJIB ARDATI STREET 

Born in 1884 in Beirut, Najib Muharnmad 
Ardati received his MD from the SPC in 
1906. He married in 1912 and had two 
children, one son and one daughter. Dr 
Ardati taught at the SPC from 1907-37 
while also working in the public sector. 
He was a member of the Sanitary Council 
of Beirut from 1912-14, à consultant 
physician of infectious diseases with the 
Beirut Municipality from 1914-15, and head 
of the Sanitary Department of Beirut from 
1918-21. Like many medical doctors of 
the SPC, Dr Ardati was called to serve the 
Ottoman army as a commissioning officer, 
playing a role in protecting the interests and 
guaranteeing the survival of the SPC during 
World War 1. At the SPC, he was an adjunct 
professor of bacteriology and later Clinical 


Professor of Public Health and Preventive 

Medicine. Dr. Ardati passed away in 1944. 
The street after which Dr Ardati is 

named crosses from the Ras Beirut to the 


Manara quarter. Moreover, it is located in 
the vicinity of the beautiful rose house, 
also known as the Ardati house. Dr. Ardati's 
father, Muhammad Ardati, built the house 
in 1882 and it served first as a hunting 
lodge in what was then considered the wild 
countryside of Ras Beirut. The street extends 
from the seaside Avenue General De Gaulle 


(better known as the Corniche) up the hill to CSSS" 


meet Bliss Street at the top. 


Ardati Street 


: Najib Ardati 
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BAYARD DODGE STREET ) 


Bayard Dodge, scion of the Dodge family, was son of 


Cleveland Dodge, great grandson of William Dodge, Sr., who lay 
the cornerstone of College Hall in 1871, and was one of the six 
founding trustees and treasurer of the SPC from 1863-83. Indeed, 
Bayard Dodge represented four generations of Dodge SPC 
financial backing. In 1913, he joined the then SPC as West Hall's | 
first director. À year later, he married Howard Bliss's daughter, 


Mary Bliss, and in 1923, he assumed the presidency of AUB as the 
third president and the third generation of Bliss-AUB leadership, 
which spanned 82 years, from 1866 until 1948. Bayard and Mary ss 
Dodge had four children, two girls and two boys, one of whom, 
David S. Dodge was acting president of AUB during the Lebanese 
Civil War, from 1981-82, and was kidnapped and held hostage 
for one year. Despite his family's great wealth, Bayard Dodge was 
| known for his modesty and generosity. He took à personal interest 
in the lives of his students from Habib Kurani to Emile Bustani, 
| and accepted only a token $1.00 a year in salary for the twenty- 
five years of his presidency. Many recall Bayard Dodge carrying 
his shoes through the Main Gate and across Bliss Street for ‘Umar 
al-Boyagi to shine while they engaged in a lively conversation. 


Bayard Dodge Street runs east to west from American 


‘Bayard Dodge | 


University Street. It separates the campuses of IC and the American 
Community School (ACS), and ends abruptly at Pere Lebret Street. 
its last third is closed, though the municipality map shows it 
connected to the westernmost end of Bliss Street. 


Bayard Dodge Street 
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GRAHAM STREET 
Dr. Harris Graham was a Canadian 
graduate of the University of Toronto and 
did his medical training at the University 
of Michigan. He came to the region, first 
to Aintab (today Gaziantep, Turkey), as a 
medical missionary with the ABCFM. He 
then moved to Aleppo and set up his own 
private practice until he was appointed 
professor of pathology and medicine at 
the SPC, a position he held from 1889 until 
his death in 1922. According to Stephen 
Penrose, he was considered the “central, 
solid pillar” of the Medical School and 
"so great was his industry and all-around 
ability that it was necessary to provide 
two men to take his place.” Graham was 
an authority on dengue fever, the cholera 
epidemic, and the spread of typhus. During 
World War |, Graham and two other SPC 
doctors were threatened with deportation 
by the Ottoman authorities because they 
carried British/Canadian nationality, but 
when Ottoman General Jamal Pasha visited 
the SPC in 1915 and noted the importance 
of the work of “the three doctors,” as the 
case became known, Dr. Graham returned 
to the SPC after a three-day deportation 


to the interior. After Graham's death, Mrs 
raham, a professional nurse, succeeded 


fary Bliss Dale as superintendent of the 


University hospital. 

On older maps, Graham Street intersects 
with John Kennedy Street, which was 
the tramway line from 1909 to 1963. Dr 
5raham lived in à house at the intersection 
of John Kennedy Street and Jamil Houssami 
Street, which was a designated tramway stop. 
Referred to as ‘the Graham stop’ (mhatat 
Graham), some claim that Dr. Graham paid 
the tramway conductor to call out his name 
at the stop to advertise his medical services. 
Traces of Dr. Graham's presence can still be 
found today in the name of the ‘Graham 
bakery,' or furn Graham, that is located on 
Jamil Houssami Street as it goes up to meet 
Clemenceau Street. On today's municipality 
map, what was formerly known as Graham 
Street has been renamed Dr. Hassan Idriss 
Street, and Graham Street has been demoted 
to a much shorter and less prominent side 


street a few blocks to the east. 


Harris Graham 
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GEORGE POST STREET 


: ; : | 
George Edward Post was born in New on the edge of the stairway until the Diana | 
York City in 1838. Like Van Dyck, he came Tamari Sabbagh medical building replaced 
to Lebanon as à medical missionary with it in 1970. L s 


the ABCFM in 1863. In 1868, he joined 
the SPC as its first professor of surgery and 
botany. “That most versatile of missionaries, “ 
Post was an ordained minister, a surgeon, a 
dentist, a botanist, and an amateur architect. 
As College Hall was being built, Dr. Post 
built his own house nearby in 1871. He also 
built the SPC's Medical Hall and Post Hall, 
which housed the first museum in Lebanon, 
both of which still stand. The College later 
bought his house and land and turned it 
into the School of Dentistry,. As much as 


Van Dyck inspired loyalty and admiration 
amongst locals, Post inspired a combination 
of respect and fear. Indeed, some locals 
described him as stingy and calculating, and 
many viewed him as the controlling force 


George Post Stairs 
behind the College power. When he died 


in 1909, the saying went, "Never say Post is 
dead … Post went to rule the dead." 

Post Street, like American University 
Street, is half street-half stairway. Unlike 
the American University stairs, however, 


Post stairs are open to the public and serve 
as à vital pedestrian artery between the 
old port neighborhood of Ayn Mreyseh 


and the steep ridge of Ras Beirut. Dr 
Post house, a distinct landmark in so many 


Post House with the Sinno House behind 


historic photographs of Ayn Mreyseh, stood 
16e 
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Daniel Bliss's son, Howard Swe 
succeeded him as the second president of 
the SPC in 1902. Howard Bliss was born 
in 1860 in Lebanon and grew up in Beirut. 
Under his presidency, the SPC campus 
expanded westwards and northwards, so 
that land between the upper ridge and the 
lower seaside were secured. Howard Bliss 
navigated the SPC through the precarious 
years of World War | and the collapse of the 
Ottoman Empire. In the wake of the war, 
Howard Bliss represented Arab interests at 
he Paris Peace Conference and sponsored 
the King-Crane Commission in 1919. 

When Howard Bliss passed away in 1920, 


he mayor of Beirut, ‘Umar Da'uk (Daouk) 


recognized Howard Blisss efforts and in 
ribute to both Bliss presidents renamed 
Midhat Pasha Street Bliss Street. According 


o Bayard Dodge, Mr. Da'uk had the name 
“inscribed for all time on marble street signs. 
Even today [then 1958] they are probably 
the only permanent street signs in the entire 
city." Unfortunately, these signs have long 
since disappeared and only three nondescript 
street signs are mounted on Bliss Street: atthe 
intersection with Bikhazi Street, further west 
at the intersection with Maisaloun Street, 
and intersecting with Muhammad Abdel 
Wahab Street, also known as California 
Street, as it runs down to the sea. Bliss Street 
is Ras Beirut's longest street. 


k 


| Daniel Bliss 


Howard Bliss 
son of Daniel Bliss 
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VAN DYCK STREET 
Cornelius Van Dyck was born in New York in 1818. He first 
came to Beirut as a medical missionary in 1840. In 1842, he 
married Julia Abbot. Dr. Van Dyck was one of the founders of 
the SPC's Medical Department from its inception in 1867. He 
was also a professor of chemistry, astronomy, and meteorology. 
Fluent in Arabic, Van Dyck published over twenty textbooks. 
Most notably, he translated the Bible into Arabic with Eli Smith, 
Nasif al-Yazi, and his close friend and colleague, Boutrus 
Bustani. Indeed, Van Dyck stood out among the Anglo-American 
missionaries for his command of Arabic and his adoption of 
local customs to the extent that when he wore the shirwal and 
the damir, he was sometimes mistaken, and once almost got 
into trouble, for being a notable. 
In 1882, Van Dyck resigned from SPC's medical faculty in protest 
over the dismissal of Professor Edwin Lewis after the Darwin crisis 
(see Yaqub Sarruf Street for more details). He never returned to 


Cornelius d 


Van Dyck 


the SPC, though he continued to teach students from his home 


to ensure their completion of the program. He also continued his 
medical practice at the St. George Orthodox Hospital, and wrote 
regularly for the journal al-Mugtataf, founded by his former 
students and colleagues, Fares Nimr and Yaqub Sarruf. When Van 
Dyck died in 1895, his friends, including Sarruf and Nimr, Jurji 
Zaydan, and Hasan Beyhum, expressed their grief in the numerous 


eulogies and memorials that appeared across Arab journals and 


newspapers. In the eyes of his Arab contemporaries, Van Dyck 
was credited for guiding the Nahda, the scientific and literary 
renaissance of nineteenth century Ottoman Arab Syria. His son, 
William Thomson Van Dyck, born in 1857, also taught medicine 
at SPC, resigned in 1882, and then returned to AUB to teach from 
1920 until 1928 when he retired as professor emeritus. 

Van Dyck Street runs down the hill from John Kennedy Street 
and segues into George Post Street in Ayn Mreyseh. 


Sa 


Bliss Street 
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American University Street AUB Main Gate on Bliss Street 
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AMERICAN UNIVERSITY STREET 

December 3, 1866 marked the opening 
of the Syrian Protestant College (SPC), 
renamed the American University of Beirut 
(AUB) in 1920, with a first class of sixteen 
students. For the first seven of its 150 years, 
the College was located in various rented 
houses in Zokak al-Blat, the first rented 
from Boutrus Bustani. In 1873, it moved to 
Ras Beirut with the completion of College 
Hall, then called the Main Building. Of 
the sixteen students who started in 1866, 
five graduated in 1870 as the SPC' first 
graduating class. 
American University Street is not only a 
street, but also a passage way and stairway 
between what is now the International 
College (IC) and AUB. It starts from Bliss 
Street and bisects the two campuses, 
descending the stairs (now closed to the 
public), past the American Community 
School (ACS) administrative and elementary 
school buildings to meet the Avenue de Paris 
(also the Corniche) at the sea. Connecting 
the neighborhood to the seaside, American 
University Street is a valuable and important, 
though little used, throughway. 
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BLISS STREET 
Born in Vermont in 1823, Daniel Bliss 
came to Beirut in 1856 as a Protestant 
missionary with the American Board 
of Commissioners for Foreign Missions 
(ABCFM). In 1863, he left the ABCFM 
to begin full-time fundraising for the 
founding of what would become 
known as the Syrian Protestant College 
(SPC), and in 1866, he became its first 
president. With the help of a local broker, 
Daniel Bliss bought the first, the largest 
(between fifteen and twenty acres), and 
the cheapest tract of land (approximately 
sixty thousand US dollars) for the College 
in 1868. He chose Ras Beirut because it 
was far from the old city and located on a 
promontory, which in topographical terms 
signified the prominence Bliss hoped the 
College would achieve. In 1873, after the 
completion of the College Hall building, 
he moved the College from its location 
in Zokak al-Blat to its new campus in 
Ras Beirut. Daniel Bliss stepped down as 
president in 1902, but continued to live in 
Ras Beirut on Bliss Street until he passed 

away in 1916. 


This project identified and located forty-six Streets of Beirut that 
carry AUB-related names in order to emphasize the shared history 
of the University and the city. A few streets, like Bliss Street, 
are obvious examples, but many others, such. as Salwa Nassar 
Street, Constantine Zurayk Street, and American University Street 
are not well known streets, although the names they carry are 
familiar. As such, the goal of this project is to bring awareness to 
the connections between péople and place through the actual 
names'of Beiruts streets and to those in whose honor they are 
named: This project includes a plan to create a mapped walking/ 
storytelling tour of Ras Berrut and to propose that the Beirut 
municipality update the street signage of Ras Beirut 

The forty-six streets and the biographies in this booklet are divided 
into four categories, The first category includes the six streets 
named, after some of AUBS earliest Anglo-American associates 
located within the immediate vicinity of AUB. The second and 
third categories are specific to our definition, for: all practical 
purposes, of Ras Beirut and what could conceivably be covered 
in a walking tour. Our Ras Beirut includes Sectors 31, 34, 35, 


and 36, and parts of Sectors 30, 32, 33, and 37, encompassing 


the area north of a diagonal line that might be drawn on a 
map from the Pigeon Rocks to St: Georges Hotel. The second 
category includes the ten streets named after specific individuals 
associated with AUB, and the third category includes twelve 
streets named after wellknown Ras Beirut families whose 
members, in various numbers, attended AUB 


Finally, the fourth category includes eighteen streets named 
after specific individuals associated with AUB that lie outside the 
designated area of Ras Beirut:.Each of the AUB-related streets of 
Beirut is labeled with two numbers: the street number and the 
sector number, although some streets, like Bliss Street, run through 
more than one sector. 

There are a few qualifications to note in the following biographical 
sketches. The first is that some biographies are lengthier than 
others. As a rule, the sources found determined the length and detail 
of the information summarized. Those whose lives were associated 
with AUB the longest were more thoroughly documented. The 
second. qualification is that some names, in this case, Mustafa 
Ghalayini and Fawzi Maalouf, are both the names of AUB graduates 
and the names of an Islamic scholar and a famous Lebanese poet, 
respectively. We learned, after much inquiry, that the eponymous 
streets were not named after the AUB graduates, thus their 
disqualification. And third, photographs were found for most of the 
individuals after whom Beirut's streets are named, but for some, 
the photographs were not of a resolution high enough to print, and 
for others, no photographs were found. Local history, which often 
relies on word of mouth as much as it does on written sources, is 
always a work in progress. The hope is that this project generates 
furtherinterest in locally based projects. What is remarkable is how 
much Beirut's street names are tangible evidence of how people, 
in this case those associated with AUB, make place. The attached 
map shows the locations of the streets in Ras Beirut and lists the 
page numbers on which they are highlighted 
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THROUGHOUT THIS BOOKLET THE NUMBERS "XX / XX" DENOTE "STREET NUMBER / SECTOR NUMBER" 
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